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Southern  Baptists  begin  Japan  relief 


TOKYO  (BP  and  local  reports)  —  It 
took  six  days  for  Southern  Baptist  disaster 
relief  specialists  from  Alabama  and  South 
Carolina  to  gain  access  to  Japan's  tsuna¬ 
mi-  and  earthquake-stricken  Tohoku  pre¬ 
fecture.  It  only  took  a  few  minutes,  how¬ 
ever,  for  them  to  understand  the  intense 
fears  surrounding  the  nuclear  crisis  and 
how  it  affects  disaster 


response. 

at  me  Tokyo  airport 
when  John  Hayes  o*  Birmingham,  AL,  and 
Eddie  Pettit  of  Su.aet,  S.C.,  arrived  March 
19.  With  no  traffic;  the  bus  trip  into  town 
took  only  an  hour  that  Saturday,  a  ride  that 
normally  takes  two  or  more.  Even  the 
busiest  crosswalk  in  the  country  only  mus¬ 
tered  15  to  20 people.  Normally  this  comer  is 
a  sea  of  hundreds  dressed  in  black  business 


BAPTISTS 


Despite  living  more  than  200  miles  from 
the  failing  Fukushima  nuclear  plant,  Tokyo 
residents  stayed  home,  creating  a  "ghost 
town"  atmosphere.  In  a  city  or  nearly  13 
million  people,  most  venture  out  only  to 
purchase  bcrttled  water  and  toilet  paper. 

"The  fear  of  radiation  is  really  the  biggest 
obstacle  in  responding  to  Japan's  diMMtt' 
Pettit  admits.  "It's  not  only  affected  the 
Japanese  but  it's  dominated  the  media  and 


in  Ishinomaki,  Japan,  on  Mai 


team,  which 
International 


Southern  Baptist  relief  team.  Melancon  is  leading  the  disaster  res 
inch  ded  Eddie  Pettit  (center)  of  South  Carolina  and  Kevin  Qual 
Miss, on  Board  church  planter  based  in  Sendai,  Japan.  (BP  photo) 


to  convince  the  people  in  the  States  that  it's 
safe  to  work  here.  I  want  Southern  Baptists 
to  know  that  the  radiation  scare  is  a  lot 
worse  in  the  States  than  it  is  here  now." 

Tokyo  and  surrounding  areas  are  slow¬ 
ly  coming  back  to  life  three  weeks  after 
the  nightmare  began.  People  are  ventur¬ 
ing  back  to  work  and  restaurants  are 
reopening.  The  fear,  though,  is  still  hidden 
just  below  the  surface.  It  comes  out  in  sim¬ 
ple  tilings  like  wondering  if  fruit  or  veg-  _ _ _ w _  _ r _  ___ 

etables  came  from  Fukushima,  or  if  trie  safety  but  not  Invincibility.  Seven-foot-high  walls  of  trash  tine  streets 

tap  water  has  radiation  contamination.  I  ettit  says  the  long  wait  to  actually  visit  outside  homes  filled  with  a  foot  of  mud. 

The  possibility  of  radiation  is  always  in  some  of  the  disaster  area  for  assessment  is  Hayes  and  Pettit  see  many  ways  special  - 

the  back  of  people's  minds,  especially  not  normal  for  their  teams.  In  other  natural  ized  Southern  Baptist  disaster  relief  teams 
when  members  ofTokyo  Baptist  Church  sit  disasters,  the  Southern  Baptist  Disaster  could  work  and  minister;  filling  in  behind 
around  a  table  to  talk  with  Hayes  and  Relief  Network  responds  immediately  and  government  forces:  shoveling  mud,  pro- 
Pettit  about  ways  to  brunch  a  disaster  relief  hits  the  ground  running.  In  Japan,  however,  viding  hot  meals,  and  distributing  supplies 
ministry  amid  Japan's  triple  disaster.  they  are  just  now  making  their  first  assess-  —  if  they  were  invited  by  the  government. 

Every  idea  put  on  the  table  immediately  ment  trip  into  the  heart  of  file  region  struck  They  stop  to  talk  to  a  family  who  owns  a 
gets  thrown  into  the  'do  later"  pile  as  team  by  the  March  11  earthquake  ana  tsunami.  kimono  store  destroyed  by  floodwaters. 
members  grapple  with  how  to  handle  the  Radiation  fears  have  tilde  to  do  with  this  "We  need  to  help  get  the  mud  and 

nudear  crisis.  It  seems  the  radiation  concern  delay;  the  main  reasons  are  government  debris  out  of  the  houses.  That's  pretty 
is  a  roadblock  to  every  ministry  possibility,  restrictions  and  the  lack  of  gasoline.  labor  intensive,"  Hayes  says.  "It  might 

until  Hayes  quietly  pulls  out  something  that  "Developing  countries  do  not  have  a  dis-  seem  small  to  us,  but  it  will  plant  a  seed, 
lodes  tike  a  credit  card.  He  peels  back  the  aster  plan  or  the  infrastructure  Japan  has;"  We  can  show  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
red  plastic  and  points  to  the  blue  dot  on  the  Pettit  says,  explaining  how  important  it  is  to  make  a  difference." 
radiation  detection  card,  called  a  dosimeter,  work  within  the  Japanese  system  and  not  The  Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief 

"Look,  I've  been  wearing  this  ever  since  I  just  respond  unilaterally,  like  many  did  after  Task  Force,  based  in  the  Men's  Ministry 
arrived  in  Japan  and  it  hasn't  registered  any  Haiti's  earthquake  a  year  ago.  "Each  disas-  Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
radiation  exposure  levels  yet"  Have s  says,  ter  is  different  and  tills  one  is  three  disasters  Convention  Board  in  Jackson,  has  not 
noting  that  all  Southern  Baptist  workers  and  in  one:  earthquake,  tsunami,  and  radiation  been  activated  as  yet  for  service  in  Japan. 


coulii  not  have  been  better.  The  very  next  dock  since  the  quake;  the  destruction  is  still 
day,  the  Japanese  government  lifted  restric-  overwhelming,  a  stark  contrast  to  the  nor- 


Troubled  waters 


We  live  in  a  time  of  "emerging" 
churches,  "satellite  campuses,  and 
"blended"  worship  services.  Some 
churches  have  dropped  "Baptist"  from  their 
names,  and  some  now  refer  to  Sunday 
School  not  as  Sunday  School  but  as  "Bible 
Study  Hour."  That  is,  if  they  haven't 
dropped  Sunday  School  altogether  in  favor 
of  sr  ill  home  meetings  during  die  week. 
"We  don't  have  a  warship  service  at  my 
church  any  longer;  we  have  an 

■  entertainment  ho m"  lamented  a 
Mississippi  Baptist  not  long  ago. 
"My  pastor  doesn't  even  bring  his 
Bible  to  the  pulpit  on  Sunday/  said 
another  Mississippi  Baptist  from 


lead  the  Diocese  of  New  Hampshire. 
Many  of  the  member  denominations  of 
the  worldwide  Anglican  Communion,  of 
which  the  Episcopal  Church  in  America  is 
a  member,  nave  condemned  that  decision, 
but  the  Episcopal  Church  in  America  has 
been  steadfast  in  its  decision  to  bend  to 
cultural  pressure  in  this  important  area. 

These  are  troubled  waters  we  are 
presently  attempting  to  navigate.  It 
would  be  easy  to  simply  say  change  is 
good  —  because  it  often  is  —  but  we  must 
m  all  things  guard  against  the  watering 
down  of  the  central  message  of  our  faith 
in  the  name  of  change. 

Namely,  that  a  loving  and  just  God 
chose  to  reveal  Himself  through  His  Son 


Editor's 

Notebook 


vision  some  time  ago  for  Theology 
at  the  Bottleworks,  a  church-spon¬ 
sored  "discussion  group"  that  meets  over  bee-  in  a  bar 
"You  sit  down  ove  a  glass  of  wine  or  a  pint  of  ale  or 
something  like  that,  and  you  can  connect  with  people 
more,"  one  attendee  told  the  television  crew. 

It's  safe  to  say  that  the  Christian  Church  has  undergone  a  few 
changes  ove  its  2000-year  history.  The  Church  has  adapted  to  cir¬ 
cumstances,  good  and  bad.  Some  of  those  changes  tumei 
well,  and  some  were  mistakes  (to  say  the  least).  Many  of  the 

ideas  served  a  purpose  and  were  retired  after  a  very  useful  life.  _ JRH  l  „  J 

Many  of  the  bad  ideas  have  come  and  gone  too.  Some  of  the  good  tion  it  brings  are  outmoded  or  discredited  concepts, 
has  stuck  around,  as  has  some  of  the  bad.  The  lists,  and  the  arguments  about  the  lists,  could  go  on  and 

The  point  is  that  while  all  change  is  not  good,  change  is  not  on,  but  one  point  we  must  never  forget  in  our  rush  to  contem- 
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There's  nothing  wrong  with  conducting  a  Saturday  evening 
worship  service,  but  it  is  wrong  tc  tell  people  there  may 
indeed  De  avenues  open  to  God  other  than  a  profession  of  faith 
out  in  Jesus  Christ. 

There's  nothing  wrong  with  drums  and  electric  guitars  in 
church,  but  it  is  wrong  to  say  that  sin  and  the  eternal  damna- 
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oaay,  you  can  see  tour-  v 

yeanotdsdf-prodaimed  GUEST  OPINION! 


X  divas  with  spray-tanned 
abs,  fake  teeth  inserts,  wigs 
with  the  biggest  Tex^s  hair 
imaginable,  and  enough 
makeup  to  make  them  look  10 
years  older.  They  are  throwing 
tantrums  and  hitting  their 
mothers  on  the  popular  TLC 
show.  Toddlers  &  Tiaras. 

Seven-year-olds  in  dance 
competitions  wear  lace 
bustieres  and  hot  pants,  grind¬ 
ing  on  a  stage  in  such  a  sexu¬ 
ally  aggressive  manner  that  it 
looks  uxe  something  you'd  see 


9 arents ,  wake  up! 
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Ft.  Worth,  Texas 
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among  their  peers  is  judgment  age  if  parents  aren't  there  to 
based  on  outward  appearance,  censor  and  protect  them. 
They're  constantly  being  told  •  Disciple  and  Teach  Them 
by  the  world  that  their  worth  in  the  Lord.  God  has  called 
and  potential  popularity  is  parents  to  do  two  main  things: 
based  on  how  pretty  they  rcc.  discipline  in  the  Lord  and 
‘L 7m  and  teach  die  Lord's  instructions 
it  God  (Deuteronomy  4:9-10;  6:6-10; 
which  11:18-19).  God  has  made  par- 
i  a  girl  ents  an  authority,  to  act  on  His 
I.  behalf  (Proverbs  13:24;  19:18; 

Sexual  22:15;  23:13-14;  29:15, 17). 

huge  IP s  for  her  protection  and  to 
purity  help  preserve  her  innocence, 
■ations  for  her  to  know  that  God  has  a 
f  sexu-  standard  for  her  behavior.  As 
i  God  shows  His  children  grace, 
mercy  and  discipline,  so  are 

- parents  to  follow  His  example 

charge  with  their  children. 

'  i  Parents  control  what  their 
lations  daughters  .watch,  what  they 
rts  and  wear,  awl  how  they  act.  If 
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tuae  isn't  acceptable  behavior?  emphasis  on  sexual  purity 
When  little  girls'  outfits  ana  fleeing  from  situations 
show  everything  and  they  wear  that  have  even  a  hint  of  sexu- 
makeup,  making  them  look  like  al  immorality  (1  Corinthians 
teenagers,  where  are  the  fathers  6;  Ephesians  5:3). 
saying  no  and  protecting  their  As  their  earthly  guardians, 

little  girls  from  the  lustful  eyes  parents  are  the  ones  in  l _  - 

of  men  and  boys?  What  can  of  protecting  daughters  from 
parents  do  to  prevent  the  sexu-  sexually  themed  situations 
alization  of  their  daughters?  and  protecting  their  hearts  and 
•  Help  Preserve  Inward  mind  s  from  things  they  can't 
Beauty.  So  much  of  the  influ-  comprehend  fully  or  handle  _ 
ences  on  young  girls  emphasize  emotionally.  Young  girls  today  who  wihf  'ii'pLnn 
physical  beauty  Everything  are  bombarded  with  sexual  help  protect  their  d. 
they  watch  cm  TV,  see  on  maga  images  and  messages  that  can  from  the  consequence 
zfiie  covers,  and  experience  do  major  psychological  dam-  ualization,  who  will? 
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Chinese  authorities  escalating  persecution 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  The  January  -  December  i  "  . . | — ? - >. — r - 

Chinese  government  intensified  2010,  can  be  accessed  at 
its  pressure  against  Christians  in  http:/ /bitty /fEZTHv. 

2010  for  a  "fifth  straight  year  of  Meanwhile,  reports 
escalating  persecution,"  accord-  indicate  the  continu¬ 
ing  to  ChinaAid  Association,  a  nist  government  in 
Christian  human  rights  organi-  China  may  consider 

zation  based  in  Washington.  lifting  its  one-child  i 

Beatings,  torture,  arrests,  policy  —  but  that  does 

harassment,  and  church  demoli-  not  mean  it  will  termi- 

tions  are  among  the  90  recorded  nate  its  practice  of 

cases  of  persecution,  a  nearly  coercive  population  f* 

17%  increase  over  2009,  accord-  control,  says  an  -rt  *  4  ■ 

ing  to  a  report  released  by  American  advocate  for 

ChinaAid  on  March  31  women's  rights. 

The  cases  "are  just  the  tip  cf  Reggie  Littlejohn  is 

the  iceberg,  according  to  a  president  of  Women  s  Bfju,  f.WSBh*.  .  B 

ChinaAid  news  release.  "The  Rights  Without  ^ 

«.  jlmese  government's-  strangle  Hot  a  coalition  -J 

hold  on  information  and  the  that  umihats  us  n  ive  ■i? :  ^ 

i-.th.  ir:tarian  irg.:n<-  min  :  .u-ortion  satu:  It/  '%*  ‘  *  **  .,*>  ''■/  ‘ 'v  I 

,eourit\  me. -ua-s  make  gettmc  -;.o.or\  :  hina  gin  ■ 

a  true  picture  ot  the  extent  ot  sax  a  a  switih  to  an 

persecution  impossible  urban,  two-child  poll- 

Nevertheless  the  tact  that  tin-  c\  will  not  soften  ■‘-yf 

.i.  s  lamented  iin-nleii.es  ot  |x-r  llima  s  population  ■yh'  ''  fl  J  WY'; 'R-‘ 

stvution  came  from  all  parts  ot  contnil  program  ' 

China  and  involved  people  "The  problem  with 

from  all  levels  of  society  males  the  One  Child  Policy  OFFICIAL  DESTRUCTION  —  A  photo  s 
the  report  a  useful  guide."  is  not  the  number  of  moment  the  cross  at  the  Chengnan  Three-5 

The  report  suggested  the  children  allowed,"  authorities  in  China's  Jiangsu  province  for 
increase  m  persecution  may  Littlejohn  said  in  a  Nov.  19  of  last  year.  Churches  that  are  memb 

have  been  triggered  by  the  written  statement  to  controlled  by  the  government  which  licent 

awarding  of  the  Nobel  Peace  Baptist  Press.  "Rathei;  hibits  the  establishment  of  religious  groups  < 
Prize  to  Chinese  dissident  Liu  it  is  die  fact  that  the  . 

Xiabao  and  the  thwarted  atten-  policy  is  enforced 

dance  by  more  than  200  dele-  through  forced  abortion,  forced  meeting  of  the  Chinese  People's 
gates  from  Chinese  house  sterilization,  and  infanticide.  Political  Consultative  Conference 
churches  at  die  Lausanne  Even  if  some  couples  will  even-  and  die  National  People's 
Congress  on  Global  tually  be  allowed  to  have  two  Congress  the  week  of  March  6-12, 
Evangelization  in  South  Africa.  children,  the  Chinese  according  to  The  Lancet,  a  British 
The  report  stated  that  Communist  Party  has  emphah-  medical  journal 
Chinese  authorities,  in  addition  cally  not  stated  that  they  will  ‘  If  enacted,  the  change  would 
to  continuing  to  target  house  cease  their  appalling  methods  discard  the  current  one-child 
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US  Christ 

Q 

Requests  the  1 

Honor  of 
Your 


Heaven! 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 


two- thirds 


1  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I have  sinned.) 

Z  I  want  forgiveness  for  nw 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  ff 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

"But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name."  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


More  than  514  people  attend  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Christian 
Performing  Arts  Festival  at  Ridgecrest  Church,  Madison.  Over  100 
different  training  opportunities  were  offered. 


M.A.  Huggins,  general  secretary  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention  of 
South  Carolina  from  1932-1959,  states  that  the  Cooperative  Program 
is  in  danger:  "Like  any  patient,  it  needs  and  deserves  the  attention  of 
each  Baptist  and  each  church." 
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Church  celebrates  storied  CP  legacy 
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Editor 


Many  churches  have  legacies,  be  it  the 
long  tenure  of  a  popular  pastor,  a  history 
of  consistent  numerical  growth,  a  stance 
it  took  in  the  community,  or  simply  how 
long  It  has  been  in  existence.  For  First 
Church,  Winona,  that  legacy  includes  a 
decades-toi —  - - ■ 


decades-long  to 

Cooperative  Program  (CP>  giving.  ‘•'{ij*  ;>  .  .  ... 

First  Winona  is  probably  best  known  f  ' ‘'‘“BKfc  i'  ’  ; 

in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  as  TMBBfcfp1*  *  4'  *  j 

being  the  home  church  of  Arthur  Flake  ~ 

Flake's  seminal  work.  Building  a  -V“  V  *V'  -  I 

Standard  Sunday  School,  which  encom- 

passes  "Flake's  Formula,"  has  long  been  ..  J  s,  '  f 

the  foundation  of  Sunday  School  work  •  Wk  W.ttAriJg'  .  | 

among  Southern  Baptists.  These  days,  |  ’  V-  i  f  agT-  > 

however,  First  Church,  Winona,  is  noted 

for  its  aggressive  ministry  through  the  L  jtm  A  fS|  f  "w'  .  4 

Cooperative  Program.  ^  f 

Aubrey  Boone  has  been  a  member  of  Bk'  ‘ 

First  Church,  Winona,  for  many  years  m  <  $ 

and  has  long  been  a  champion 'for  CP.  WtStik,  WSSm  .  »  ' '  j§§ 

"Over  5(1  years  ago  we  decided  that  the  ■  *  •.  ®- 

church  was  a  missions  minded  church,  JSglP,  ..,*,;a;4SSgf  IHp  '  '  -  4 

and  agreed  to  give  15?  of  our  undesig-  ■  ,  ‘ 

Cooperative 

bTfrp^t^un^^  rhPLAhN^NG  TH5  FUTU5! -^breyBoone  (left)  and  Glenn  Bourne,  laymen  at  First 
50%  FoV  aTone  tfme  we 9lurcuh’  ^nona,  discuss  the  need  for  Cooperative  Program  promotion  in  their  church. 
p^n°(moreiadrvear)gWe'v^nier  ^  church  c^y  g'*«  30.25%  of  its  undesignated?fts  to’cP.  (Photo  by  Tony  Martin) 

readied  that  50%  goal  —  you  know  how  ~  ~ 

kfnetHmerhnt  i?  1^1®°*?  for  3  C°i£eralve  p™Pam-  1  thought,  'You're  blessing.  I  believe  that.  I  believe  it's  why 

£eghaW? ^  tXd^bout^TTvr!,1!  Wafrihe  waliand  «*S*i  *%*!*-"  ourchurch  has  survived  to  this  point.'' 
should  havi  ”t  k  d  b  ‘  **  k  .J  3  Pre“y  passionate  discussion  The  group  stressed  the  need  to  contro¬ 
ls  onnoVk,,  with  a  deacon  about  six  weeks  ago,"  said  ue  to  promote  the  ministry  of  the 

In  2009,  the  church  Rave  27.3%  of  Bourne,  and  he  was  talking  about  some  Cooperative  Program  ” 

h^s  20U' 30  2596  choices  might  need  to  be  made  con-  "$Je  just  neef  for’  folks  to  be  made 

h  luf  dk  forC1  -  _.  cerrung  the  Cooperative  Program.  I  said,  aware  of  these  things.  Some  people  have 

Chu^^lv^nn^3  an  Pal^  °f  t6*  me  teU  y°y  something.  When  the  the  idea  that  givihg  to  thecWh  is 

Church,  Winona,  for  80  years.  My  choice  comes  down  to  cutting  on  the  something  they  can  or  can't  do.  They 
mother  had  me  on  cradle  roll  when  I  was  lights  in  the  building,  that's  the  time  don't  realize  the  benefit  they  get  from 


Century  Club  supporters  list  in 
the  Cooperative  Program  spe¬ 
cial  insert  of  the  March  31 
issue,  the  dollar  amounts  under 
the  headings,  "CP  Gifts,"  were 
incorrectly  listed.  The  correct 
amounts  can  be  found  on  pages 
CP-2  and  CP-3  of  this  issue.  The 
201 1  Cooperative  Program 
budget  on  page  CP-4  has  also 
been  corrected.  The  Baptist 
Record  regrets  the  errors. 


Mississippi’s  Heartbeat 
For  Missions 


■ . 


In  the  March  31  Cooperative 
Program  special  insert  in  The 
Baptist  Record,  we  oelebrated 
Mississippi  Baptist  churches'  giving 
to  the  work  of  the  Lord  through  the 
Cooperative  Program  with  pictures, 
articles,  graphics,  and  figures. 


CP-4  was  for  the  year  2010  and  not  2011.  th< 
When  we  discovered  these  mistakes  to 


it  and  celebrate  the 


with  the  coerect 


iversight  caused  some  of  our  pastors 


actual  gifts  received 


it 

CHURCH  OFFERING  CATEGORY1: 

t100.000-S149.9B9 


soorr/  anwonoD 

PONTOTDCACnU 
BBfKM-lWMVOJMAS 
UNCOIN/NEW  PWOSPtCT 


t  Mixon,  director 


and  churches  undue  stress  or  dim- 
culties  in  attempting  to  explain  this 
error  to  their  congregations. 

Together  we  have  a  long  history 
of  cooperation  and  faithful  support 
for  reaching  Mississippi  ana  the 
world  tor  Jesus  through  the 
Cooperative  Program.  Thank  you 
for  entrusting  us  each  year  with  the 
opportunity  to  partner  with  you  to 
fulfill  our  Lord's  Great  Commission 
(Matthew  28:18-20). 

We  have  republished  the  special 
insert  this  week  not  only  to  make 
the  necessary  corrections,  but  also 


if  this 


Thank  you  to  thie  pastors,  churches, 
and  all  Mississippi  Baptists  for  your 
faithfulness  to  the  Lora. 

One  day  we  shall  all  gather 
around  the  throne  and  lay  our 
crowns  at  the  feet  of  Jesus.  Until 
then,  we  ask  for  your  prayers,  per¬ 
sonal  involvement,  and  continued 
support  as  together  we  seek  to  reach 


»,,,  '  v  r.  > 


Thankffou 

“'But  generous  peop(e  plan  to  do  w  fiat  is  generous  and  they  stand  firm  in  their  generosity.”  Isaian  32:8 
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Figures  need  correcting 


The  Century  Club 


By  David  Michel,  MBCB  associate 
executive  director  for  mission  strategy 

Every  year  churches  struggle  with 
giving  and  budget  planning  in  order 
to  have  a  financial  plan  that  reflects 
obedience  to  die  Great  Commission. 
It  is  as  much  a  spiritual  struggle  as  an 
economic  one.  Churches  that  manage 
the  struggle  deserve  to  be  recognized 
and  congratulated  for  their  efforts 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
is  always  ready  to  celebrate  die  mis- 
sional  work  of  its  churches. 

For  years  the  Cooperative 
Program  Century  dub  has  been  a 
way  of  expressing  gratitude  and 
recognition  of  outstanding  mission 
support  through  congregational 
giving.  The  Century  Club  lists  the 
one  hundred  most  generous  sup¬ 
porters  in  the  state.  The  churches 


First  all  the  churches  are  sorted 
into  ten  categories  based  on  load 
church  offering  amounts.  The  cate¬ 
gories  include  churches  which 
received  less  than  $25,000  a  year  as 
well  as  all  others  in  graduated 
intervals  up  to  the  largest  category 
of  more  than  $1,000,000.  The  first 
sorting  is  derived  from  Annual 
Church  Profile  (ACP)  data  which  is 
voluntarily  submitted  to  the  con¬ 
vention  each  fall  by  cooperating 
congregations. 

Second,  from  each  offering  cate¬ 
gory  the  ten  largest  Cooperative 
Program  givers  are  chosen.  The 


running  from  January  to  December. 
These  records  are  audited  each  year, 
and  each  church  receives  a  receipt 
verifying  their  jgifts. 

By  sorting  churches  according  to 
the  two  criteria,  every  congregation 
has  an  opportunity  to  be  evaluated 
in  comparison  to  other  churches  of 
similar  size  and  giving  capacity. 
While  we  celebrate  every  penny 
given  to  the  Lord  through  the 
Cooperative  Program,  die  compre¬ 
hensive  picture  created  by  selecting 
one  hundred  churches  spread  over 
all  giving  categories  helps 
Mississippi  Baptists  recognize  the 
most  sacrificial  and  courageous 
mission  supporters  among  us. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  cue  we  can 
take  for  how  best  to  recognize  and 
celebrate  generosity  among  our 
churches  comes  from  the  Apostle 
Paul,  who  wrote  to  the  Corinthians 
concerning  the  practice  of  the 
Macedonians.  He  said:  "They  did 
not  do  as  we  expected,  but  they 
gave  themselves  first  to  the  Lord 
and  then  to  us  in  keeping  God's 
will."  (II  Corinthians  8:5).  Today, 
churches  which  are  willing  to  be 
sacrificial  in  giving  and  missional 
in  cooperating  together  with 
Southern  Baptists  through  the 
Cooperative  Program  prove  them¬ 
selves  to  be  "keeping  the  will"  of 
God  and  committing  themselves  to 
their  fellow  believers  for  the 
advancement  of  the  Kingdom. 

They  deserve  our  honor  and 
as  we  dedicate  this  year's 


ivention  Board  for 


fiscal  year  Lord  and  Savior,  Jesus  Christ. 
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Shiloh  has  heart  for  missions 


By  Tony  Martin 

Associate  Editor 


Shiloh  Church  is  located  ir 
the  small  community  of 
Sontag  in  Lawrence  County, 
northwest  of  Monticello.  In 
this  rural  Mississippi  setting, 
the  church  has  participated  in 
significant  ministries  over  the 
- ,  and  has  flourished.  In 


because  of  a  commitment  to 
missions  — especially  through 
the  Cooperative  Program. 

The  awrch  has  been  minis; 
tering  to  die  community  since 


think  a  revival  has 


The  church  recently  dedicated 


said.  “This  April,  I  will  have  been 
paster  two  years,  but  I  did  a  six 
month  interim  prior  to  that  This 
is  my  first  pastorate,  my  first 
church,  and  the  oeooie  really 


a  great  program  for  RAs, 
and  Acteens.  We'll  have  in  the 
"il  80's  (in  attendance)  on 
inesdays,  and  Sunday 
doI  will  run  from  110-120. 
Disdpleship  training  will  run 
from 70-80  on  average." 

The  churdi  has  been  giving 
more  than  20%  to  the 
Cooperative  Program  for 
ears.  "I  looked  back  to  the 
980's  to  see  when  the  church 
was  really  giving.  In  the  late 
80's  and  early  90's,  we  were 
ng  23%  -  24%.  From  1995  to 
5,  the  church  gave  25%.  The 
church  went  through  a  period 
without  a  pastor  ana  things  got 
a  little  rough,  but  even  then  die 
church  was  able  to  give  20% 
and  this  doesn't  include  Lottie 
Moon,  Annie  Armstrong,  and 
other  special  offerings." 

"n  recent  tunes  the  church  has 
ntained  giving  to 
Cooperative  Program  at  275%. 
"We’ve  been  able  to  do  that  even 
in  the  middle  of  a  building  cam¬ 
paign,"  said  Fullington.  "The 
Lord  is  working  through  the 
people  here.  It's  very  humbling. 
Wrre  mostly  just  middle  class, 
hard  working  folks  who  believe 
giving  generously  to  the  Lord. 
’’Even  while  we've  been 
maintaining  the  20% -plus  level 
jiving,  we've  gone  through 
ee  building  programs," 
lington  stated.  "One  was  the 
educational  wing  which  was 
paid  off  in  five  years.  Another 
was  the  remodeling  of  our  nurs¬ 
ery,  and  that's  been  paid  off, 
and  a  remodeling  of  our  sanctu- 


fe  I 


ary,  which  is  paid  off.  In  a  lot  of 
churches,  missions  an;  one  of 
the  first  areas  cut  when  the 
church  is  building  but  we've 
been  able  to  maintain  at  least 
20%  for  well  over  20  years." 

Fullington  received  the  call 
to  minishy  about  three  years 
ago.  He  started  seminary  at  the 
New  Orleans  extension  branch. 
He  owns  a  landscaping  busi¬ 
ness.  His  wife  Donna  teaches  at 
Hillcrest  School  in  Jackson  and 
the  couple  has  two  children. 

Fullington  is  bivocational.  "As 
long  as  the  Lord  allows  me  to  be 
bivocational.  I'll  keep  the  land¬ 
scaping  business,"  Fullington 
said,  "but  the  work  of  the  church 
always  takes  precedence." 

The  church  has  been  loving 
and  faithful,  according  to 
Fullington.  He  commutes 
daily  from  Terry.  "That  has 
been  good,  because  our  youth 
pastor  has  been  able  to  take 
advantage  of  die  parsonage," 
he  said.  *He  was  able  to  come 
on  board  after  I'd  been  here  a 
month.  He's  the  first  youth 
pastor  this  church  has  had." 

The  church  has  a  huge 
number  of  children,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Fullington.  "We  had 
125  in  Vacation  Bible  School. 
When  you  drive  down  these 
county  roads,  you  don't  see 
that  many  houses,  but  they 
just  come  out  of  the  woods. 

As  evidence  of  the  mission¬ 
mindedness  of  the  church, 
Fullington  said  in  addition  to 
the  CP  giving,  they  have  an 
active  men's  ministry  that  has 


done  local  missions  and  min¬ 
istry  work.  "I  want  our  folks  to 
be  able  to  step  out  on  the 
national  level  in  doing  mis¬ 
sions,"  Fullington  said.  "We 
have  had  two  missionaries 
come  out  of  this  church,  and 
die  church  has  been  active  in 
other  local  missions.  Our  ladies 
are  very  involved  in  WMU, 
and  some  on  the  state  level. 
Betty  Newsom  is  the  Region  7 
coordinator  for  the  Missions 
Service  Corps.  Shane  Mason, 
also  a  missionary,  is  trying  to 
get  bade  to  an  area  in  (an  inter¬ 
national  mission  field  that  is 
unnamed  foe  security  reasons). 
Several  of  our  ladies  have  been 
involved  in  Honduran  mission 
trips.  Missions  have  been  at  the 
heart  of  this  church." 

Fullington  believes  part  of 
his  responsibility  as  pastor  is  to 
"sort  of  inject  an  excitement  for 
missions  into  die  churdi.  If  the 
pastor  isn't  extited  about  going 
and  being  involved  in  rrossions, 
it's  going  to  be  difficult  to 
inspire  die  rest  of  die  church." 

Fullington  is  also  a  cattle 
farmer  and  has  been  for  over  20 
years.  "I've  come  to  see  that  it's 
time  to  slack  off  some  in  tend¬ 
ing  to  cattle,  and  maybe  it's 
time  to  tend  to  some  sheep. 

"We  give  all  credit  to  the 
Lord  for  what  He  has  done," 
Fullington  said.  "Missions  were 
at  the  heart  of  Jesus.  We're  His 
hands  and  feet.  Shiloh  means 
'place  of  peace,'  and  it's  been  a 
wonderful  place  of  peace  for 
my  family  and  me." 


Cooperative  Program  - 


VCP4. 
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Revivals  and  Homecomings 


\I  wo  trusted  names. 

( )ne  exceptional  cardiac  care  team 


Myanmar  quake  claims  Baptists;  officials  shim  relief 

:  lMAKUNL  Myfugnar  (BP)  cracked  and  came  crashing  a  short  distance  into  the  jungle,  i - 

—  A  three-day  Baptist  meeting  down.  One  worshipper  said  it  using  tents  as  their  new  homes.  _  fJGb 

in  eastern  Myanmar  turned  looked  as  if  the  "earth  swal-  Information  about  the  true 


in  eastern  Myanmar  turned  looked  as  if  the  "earth  swal 
fatal  March  24  when  an  earth-  lowed  the  buildings." 
quake  struck  near  the  Laos  The 
and  Thailand  border.  Twenty- 
three  people  were  killed  and 
50  others  injured  when  •» 

Baptist  church  building  in 
Kyakuni,  Myanmar,  collapsed. 

Authorities  in  the  military 
dictatorship  that  governs 
Myanma  i;  which  is  also  tradi¬ 
tionally  known  as  Burma,  are  not 
allowing  foreign  relief  workers 
into  the  affected  areas.  Myanmar 
Baptists  are  responding  by  tak-  o 
ing  collections  m  their  churches  severely 
ana  distributing  simple  supplies  ingmort 
such  as  noodles,  plastic  sheeting  The  vi 
for  temporajy  tents,  sleeping  church 


formation  about  the  true 
'  scale  of  the  disaster  has  been 
w  m  was  slow  to  emerge,  given  the 
felt  as  far  away  as  Bangkok  and  region's  mountainous  terrain, 
in  Hanoi,  Vietnam.  The  town  of  linguistic  barriers,  and  securi¬ 
ty  concerns.  Communication 
systems  and  infrastructure 


lages  in  Shan  state  bore  the  Drunt 
of  the  damage  and  fatalities. 

Official  counts  list  74  dead.  There 
are  fears  the  death  toll  could  be 
much  highec  once  reports  are 
received  mom  remote  areas.  Thai  bor 

An  estimated  3,152  people  Baptists 
are  homeless.  Nearly  90  vil-  funds  to 
lages  have  been  moderately  or  with  this 
’  r  damaged,  encompass-  In  the 


middle  ot  a  worsl 
when  the  ground 
shake  violently 
church  members 
outside  as  the 


Defection,  resulting  in  a  sulfur 

smell  and  taste.  Baptists  are  est-hit  areas  are  no  longer  safe  Several  Baptist  leaders 
trucking  in  20- liter  Dottles  erf  because  of  cracks  in  the  foun-  from  the  different  people 
water  across  tte  bonier  from  dations  and  walls.  No  evacua-  groups  crossed  over  into 
Thailand.  Pastors  are  then  load-  tion  centers  have  been  formed.  Thailand  to  receive  a  crash 
ing  the  big  bottles  onto  the  People  made  their  own  tempo-  course  on  disaster  relief, 
backs  of  their  motorcycles  and  rary  shelter  from  the  plastic  learning  how  to  assess  and 
driving  through  inuady,  near  sheets  and  local  grass.  respond  to  the  massive  devas- 

impassable  roads  to  deliver  die  The  damage  was  so  over-  tation.  They  were  encouraged 
water  to  remote  villages  in  need,  whelming  that  Baptists  from  to  look  beyond  their  own  peo- 
Baptist  pastors  in  the  area  say  four  associations  broke  through  pie  and  to  reach  out  to  the 
they  have  never  experienced  strict  cultural  barriers,  reaching  needs  of  others, 
anything  like  this  disaster.  Three-  out  to  help  people  who  were  not  "I'm  encouraging  [local 
story  buildings  were  flattened  to  part  of  their  own  community.  believers]  to  work  together," 
one.  The  roads  have  fissures  and  "In  Myanmar,  people  inter-  said  the  Baptist  worker  in 
gaps,  making,  them  impassable  act  within  their  own  people  Thailand  “We  can  cover  more 
for  buses  ana  huge  vehicles.  groups.  The  Shan  people  help  ground  in  a  shorter  amount  ol 
Warnings  squawked  over  the  Shan.  The  Wa  people  help  time  [if  we  work  together]." 
loudspeakers  about  staying  the  Wa,"  a  Baptist  representa-  The  Baptist  worker  encour- 
out  of  homes  until  structures  five  in  Thailand  explained,  ages  Southern  Baptists  to  join 
can  be  checked.  A  Baptist  pas-  "It's  just  how  it  is.  People  her  in  praying  for  Myanmai 
tor  said  buildings  in  the  hard-  stick  with  their  own."  disaster  relief  effort. 


6.  Mount  Olive  Church, 
Baldwin;  Revival,  April  10 
-  13;  Sunday,  6:30  PM; 
Monday  -  Wednesday,  7 
PM;  Randy  Bostick,  speak¬ 
er  Kenneth  Leslie,  music; 
David  Haynes,  pastor. 

7.  Faith  Church,  Charleston: 

Homecoming  revival, 
April  13  -17;  6:30  PM 
nightly;  Tommy  Clark, 
Adam  Blair;  Randy  Byrd, 
Truman  Scarborough,  and 
John  Goldwatec  speakers; 
David  Blackwell,  music. 


ship  service.  Afternoon 
service,  1:15  PM.  Franklin 
McClelland,  speaker.  Joe 
Anderson,  pastor. 

Cedar  View  Church, 
Olive  Branch:  Revival, 
April  10  -  13;  Sunday, 
worship  10:30  AM  and  6 
PM;  lunch  at  12  Noon; 
youth  emphasis  6  PM; 
Monday  -  Wednesday,  7 
PM  Monday,  children's 
night  and  hot  dog  sup¬ 
per,  6  PM. 


1.  Unity  Church,  Magnolia: 
Revival,  April  10-13; 
Sun.,  10  a.m.  Sunday 
School,  11  a.m.  Drama 
/  worship  followed  by 
lunch,  and  afternoon  ser¬ 
vice  at  1:15  p.m.;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Wayne 
Talley,  speaker;  Richard 
Fortenberry,  music. 

2.  Sebastopol  Church, 

Sebastopol:  Revival, 

April  10  -  13;  services, 
6:30  PM  nightly;  Jimmy 


The  Stern  Cardiovascular  Foundation  has  part¬ 
nered  with  Baptist  Memorial  Medical  Group  to 
provide  premier  heart  services  to  the  Mid-South. 


To  team  more  about  the  advanced  cardiac 
services  available,  please  visit 
www.sterncardio.com  or  www.baptistonline.org, 


3.  Airport  Church, 

Grenada:  Homecoming, 
May  1:  potluck  dinner 
after  11  AM  service. 
Lowell  Ingram,  speaker. 

4.  Carmel  Church, 

Meridian:  Homecoming, 
April  3;  Sunday  schom, 
9:45  AM,  followed  by 
worship  at  11  AM. 
Potluck  fellowship  meal 
following  morning  wor- 


earina  is  Believin 


SI  BAPTIST  l  Stem  Cardiovascular 
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The  Baptist  Record 


Megan  Quinn  of  Picayune, 
a  Level  I  nursing  student  at 
WCU,  checking  the  blood 
preaaure  of  a  local  resident 
m  Honduras  during  the 
mission  trip. 

2.  Karen  J.  Nichols,  president 


College  of  Osteopathic 
Medicine  (WCU -COM) 
students  on  March  25  in 
the  Academic  Building  of 
the  WCU -COM  medical 
complex.  Nichols  is  die 
114tn  AOA  president  and 
also  the  first  female  presi¬ 
dent.  She  is  the  dean  of  die 
Midwestern 
University /  Chicago 


2.  Lovins,  Nichols,  and  King 

Mountain  College  The  Ben  McClelland  and 

75th  Southern  Literary  George  Kehoe  -  will  dis- 

Foundation,  an  association  cuss  and  share  literature 

of  24  colleges  and  universi-  with  students  and  faculty 

ties  that  meet  annually  to  members  from  the 

celebrate  student  creative  Southern  Literary  Festival 

writing  and  Southern  writ-  Association.  The  2011  festi- 

ing  by  professionals,  will  val  begins  at  7  p.m. 

be  held  April  7-9  on  the  Thursday  and  concludes  at 

BMC  campus.  The  festival  noon  Saturday  Sessions 

is  open  and  there  is  no  will  be  held  in  Garrett  Hall 
admission  charge.  Seven  Auditorium,  Fisher- 

authors  and  playwrights  -  Washburn,  Guyton 

Sam  and  Mary  Donnelly  Library,  and  Whitfield 

Haskell,  Margaret  Residence  Hall.  For  he 

McMullan,  Robert  complete  schedule,  go  to 

Hamblin,  Robert  Dalby,  www.bmc.edu/slf. 


t.  Kay  Ion  Lewis 


1.  Nine  nursing  students,  one 
nursing  faculty  member; 
and  one  biology  student 
from  William  Carey 
University  participated  in 
a  medical  mission  trip  to 
Honduras  with  the  Baptist 
Medical  &  Dental  Mission 
International  (BMDMI) 
during  spring  break. 
BMDMI  has  served 
Central  America  since 
1974,  ministering  to  the 
less  fortunate  through 
sharing  about  Christianity 
and  treating  medical  needs 


free  of  charge.  The  WCU 
group  joined  a  team  that 
consisted  of  39  people 
from  four  states  and  22 
churches,  to  serve  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Honduras  in  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  ways.  The  medical 
clinic  saw  2068 people  and 
the  pharmacy  filleci  15,479 
prescriptions  over  the 
course  of  the  mission.  The 
dental  clinic  saw  320 
patients  and  pulled  735 
teeth,  and  the  glasses  team 
checked  the  eyes  of  303 
people  and  supplied  258  of 


College  of  Osteopathic 
Medicine  (MWU/CCOM). 
In  Oak  Brook,  H  Shown 
are  Darrel  Lovins,  dean  of 
the  WCU  -COM,  Nichols, 
and  Tomm^  King,  presi- 


Social  networking  ripe  for  marital  discord ;  counselors  advise  caution 

25-1 

more  in  See  cases  should  can  leadto  C  £££  you  are  uncomfortable  including  .  Disable  Facebook's  cha 

*sxr*i2riX  iax&as 

••nsmT,  *.  Sts*;  sgaMts ss  srAgfiasit 

that  81%  of  "the  nation's  top  to  a  survey  from  ^  Untied  opposite  sex,  Martin  said.  .  Set  all  Facebook  messages 

divorce  attorneys"  reported  Kin^orT^pp^d^  sho^W  to  forward  *>  someone  el&'s 

an  increase  in  social  network-  Faolxwk  beingaHeast  partially  you  dated Ponce  or  ^eh^fv  for.8tV.dent  9eivi0es  ****  email  address  who  can  serve 

ing  websites  being  used  as  blamed  forane  in  fiveofafl  that  vou  ”^  5ataoJ>s  .  .  _  at  38  an  accountability  partner, 

evidence  in  divorce  cases,  divorces.  The  data  is  from  a  UJC  colleee  _fiw?  nnfh.^2^  Sou^ western  Seminary  m  Fort  •  Don't  accept  a  past 

Facebook,  the  subject  of  a  online  divorce  service  that  fomv-i  'y°rth.  said,  unhealtiiy  mar-  romantic  interest's  friend 

recent  hit  movie,  is  the  leader,  the  word  Facebook  appearing  in  ^T— '  -  _  entenng  mto  pages,  unguarded  partners,  and  request  —  or  send  a  reauest 

being  cited  in  66%  of  cases  989  of  the  company^  5,000 
that  involve  online  evidence.  divorce  petitions,  all  of  which 
We  re  coming  across  it  were  uncontested.  The  Wall 
more  and  more,"  clinical  psy-  Street  Journal  reported.  The 
chologist  Steven  Kimmons  of  company's  managing  director 
Loyola  _  University  Medical  called  the  survey  unscientific 
Center  m  Maywood,  n.,  said  Whether  or  not  Facebook  is  a 

m  a  news  release.  "One  spouse  reason  for  one  in  five  divorces,  it 
connects  online  with  someone  is  becoming  an  increasing  nrob- 


surve’ 


1119  Mississippi  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong.  __ 


connects  online  with  someone  is  becoming  an  increasing  prob- 
they  knew  from  high  school,  lem  in  marriages,  Kimmons  and 
I  he  person  is  emotionally  other  marriage  experts  say. 


investment  that  beats  low 
bank  rates  &  avoid  probate 


More  than  1 100  churches  throughout  Mississippi  put 
their  faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for  comprehensive 
insurance  services  including  property,  general,  and  specific 
liability,  vehicle,  workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 

Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program,  customized 
for  your  ministry,  at  the  most  competitive  premium  rates. 

For  references  and  more  fMMM  iat.il;.. .j 

information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at  LWaa  VVCUingtOn 
601-420-0174  or  1-800-442-0290.  Illl  ASSOCiateS, 


MS^kz/wllc 


Design  ft  Integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video,  ft  Lighting 
Church,  Conference  Room,  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 

Trooper  Hales  P.O.  Box  1575  Ph  601-923-9947 
info@msaudiollc.com  Clinton,  MS  39060  Fax  601-924-2880 


O'Mire  Financial 


1-800-844-3254 

406  B  Orchard  Park  Dr. 
Ridgebnd,  MS  391S7 


The  Baptist  Record 
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Anm.  7, 2011 


Anniversary 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Recognize  God's  Presence 

Psalm  31:7-10, 14-16, 21-24 

Bobby  McKay _  farted  by  the  fact  that  God 

was  with  him  in  a  time  of 
Perhaps  you  nave  heard  the  difficulty  We  continue 
»ry  of  the  Idaho  mountain  this  month's  examination 


a  of  the  Idaho  mountain 
r  and  his  conversation 
with  God.  It  seems  that  he  was 
several  hundred  feet  off  the 
ground  and  he  came  across 


farted  by  the  fact  that  God 
was  with  him  in  a  time  of 
difficulty.  We  continue 
this  month's  examination 
of  grief  with  the  reminder  N 
of  God's  presence.  A  com¬ 
mon  thought  for  some  people  is 
to  wonder  where  God  is  when 


some  trouble.  He  loot  his  footing  they  are  hurting  or  struggling 
and  began  to  fall  down  the  side  with  grief.  While  many  feeteither 
of  the  rocky  terrain.  As  he  ootv  alone  or  abandoned  in  the  midst 
tinued  to  plummet  he  was  able  of  tough  times,  each  of  us  must 
to  grab  hold  of  a  small  shrub  keep  in  mind  that  the  Holy 
embedded  in  the  side  of  the  Spirit  is  our  ever-present 
mountain.  As  he  held  on  for  Helper  and  Comforter  m  good 
dear  life,  he  began  to  scream,  times  and  in  bad.  Our  woids  of 
"Help!"  was  his  repeated  cry.  All  encouragement  come  from 
of  a  sudden,  a  voice  from  the  Psalm  31.  A  Psalm  written  by 
heavens  boomed  around  him.  David,  these  woids  offer  us  the 
"Let  go,"  was  the  reply  the  man  reminder  we  sometimes  need 
received  from  far  above.  After  a  that  God  is  with  us  no  matter 
few  moments  of  deep  thought  our  surrounding  circumstances, 
the  terrified  man  reacted,  "Is 
anybody  else  up  there?"  Excitement 

While  I  cannot  relate  fully  to  Psalm  31:7-10 

the  climber's  dilemma,  I  can  Make  a  note  of  the  following 
appreciate  the  desire  to  be  com-  words  written  by  David  in  vers¬ 


es  7-10:  affliction,  trou¬ 
bles,  enemies,  distress, 
grief,  sorrow,  and 
sighing.  How  could 
this  be  the  vocabulary 
of  someone  who  ts 
praising  God?  It  was 
possible  for  David  to 
honor  God  while  in 
the  middle  of  hard 
McKay  times  because  he  knew 
that  God  was  faithful. 
When  our  faith  is  weak,  God  is 
not.  God's  love  and  mercies  are 
not  circumstantial.  Many 
believers  are  erratic  in  their  zeal 
for  God.  His  troubles  however, 
did  not  hamper  his  excitement 
and  enthusiasm  that  the  Lord 
was  with  him  no  matter  what. 
While  admitting  to  God  his  dif¬ 
ficulties,  David  was  also  excited 
to  share  about  the  provisions 
from  the  Father.  It  might  be 
inevitable  that  times  of  adversi¬ 
ty  will  come  our  way,  but  how 
we  respond  is  an  indication  of 
how  closely  we  are  following 
Christ.  It  is  completely  under¬ 
standable  to  confess  your  tur¬ 
moil  to  God,  but  be  sure  you  are 
striving  to  give  Him  praise  for 
His  awesome  faithfulness. 


Psalm  31:14-16  . 

You  may  be  asking  by  now, 
"How  in  toe  world  am  I  sup¬ 
posed  to  praise  God  when  I  am 
suffering  so  deeply?"  I  promise 
you  this  type  of  praise  that 
David  shares  is  possible  for  me 
and  you.  Be  advised  though,  it  is 
not  achievable  in  your  own 
strength.  The  key  is  in  the  expec¬ 
tation.  If  you  expect  time, 
humanistic  psychology,  or  medi¬ 
cine  alone  to  help  you  conquer 
grief  or  depression;  you  wilt  be 
continually  disappointed  Only 
when  we  place  our  faith  and 
trust  in  God  can  we  embark  on 
the  journey  of  healing  and 
recovery.  David  appreciated  the 
sovereign  power  of  God  and  he 
turned  to  Him  to  keep  him  safe 
in  difficult  circumstances.  You 
do  not  have  to  fully  understand 
a  situation  to  trust  in  God's 
power.  In  your  time  of  need 
expect  God  and  all  of  His  power 
to  he  right  there  with  you. 

Expression 
Psalm  3121-24 

David  ends  this  Psalm  with 
the  same  gesture  that  we 


should  rise  in  ending  each 
day:  praise!  We  are  in  an  out¬ 
spoken  society  where  every¬ 
one  is  quick  to  express  them¬ 
selves  and ,  share  their  opin¬ 
ions.  Would  it  not  be  incredi¬ 
ble  if  we  as  Christians  were  as 
quick  to  share  a  word  of  praise 
about  the  Lord  as  we  were  to 
share  a  word  of  criticism  about 
others?  It  shouldn't  stop  with 
our  voices  either.  We  can  best 
show  our  love  and  trust  of 
God  through  loving  actions  to 
those  around  us  that  may  or 
may  not  have  a  relationship 
with  Jesus.  When  people  focus 
on  the  faithfulness  of  God  and 
are  willing  to  trust  Him,  they 
will  express  that  trust  in  love. 
We  can  bear  and  share  God's 
love  in  spite  of  our  surround¬ 
ings  or  now  we  feel.  Our 
expressions  of  praise  are  not 
only  good  for  us;  they  can  be 
the  very  thing  that  helps 
someone  else  in  their  own 
grief.  What  can  you  give  God 
praise  for  right  now?  Put  this 
paper  down  and  do  it! 

McKay  is  pastor  cf  Harperville 
Church,  Harperville.  ■’< 


Witnessing  Through  Media  Awards  Banquet  &  Workshop  . 


at  6  p.m.  May  6 
at  8  a.m.  May  7 

jVlEl 

RESERVATIONS  MUST  BE  RECEIVED  BY  APRIL  22,  201 1 

CHECK  WEB  am  FOR  MORE  DVORMATIOn  www.mbcb.oiB 
Sponsored  by  the  Communication  Services  Department 


WORKSHOPS: 


•  Creative  Production 
Techniques 

•  Getting  Started  on 
the  Web 

•  Web  Site  Design  Advanced 

•  Making  the  Transition 
into  Media 

•  Lighting  for  Worship  Basic 


•  Lighting  for  Worship 
Advanced 

•  Fundamentals  of  Camera 
Operation 

•  Projection  Systems  Porum 

•  Sound  Advice  Basic 

•  Sound  Advice  Advanced 


Explore  the  Bible 

Never  Let  Up 

PhilippUns  4:1-23  Focus  4:1-9, 1V13,15-19 


iSHpW .  .-L,  Li 

^Stress.  Burnout  LAftxtety 

with  'these  maladies.  We  are 
tired,  irritable  and  just  not  in  a 
very  good  mood.  We  have  too 
muih  on  our  plates  and  have 
lived  like  that  for  so  long  we 
think  it  is  normal.  Itisnot!  Paul 
starts  today's  lesson  with  toe 
words,  "stand  firm  in  the  Lord." 
This  is  where  we  find  victory! 

This  week's  passages  might 
indicate  the  Philippians  had  a 
problem  relying  on  God,  which 
was  causing  a  nft  between  some 

Haps  under  stre^T^f6 was  *not 
easy  to  be  a.jOuistian  in  the 


••  .,>  »  just  speaking  lofty  words 
to  comfort  his  friends;  he 
Anxiety,  had  experienced  pain 
ns  daily*  and  knew  the  power  of 
We  are  rejoicing.  Acts  fo  22-28  is  C 

not  in  a  a  very  famihke  passage 
lave  too  but  a  review  would  serve  to 
nd  have  enhance  today’s  lesson.  In  this 
long  we  we  find  Paul  and  Silas  arrested, 
ot!  Paul  severely  flogged,  and  then 
vith  the  thrown  in  prison.  The  scripture 
e  Lord."  uses  the  word  "severely"  so  we 
ctory!  know  that  they  were  beaten 
s  might  nearly  to  the  point  of  death 
s  had  a  before  being  chained  to  the 
i,  which  walls.  This  was  stress.  But  Paul 
en  some  and  Silas  did  something 
but  per-  strange;  they  began  to  pray 
was  not  aloud  and  sing  praises  to  Goa. 
i  in  the  You  know  toe  rest  of  the 
were  at  story.. .there  came  a  violent 
»  edge,  earthquake,  their  chains  were 
ce  in  the  loosed,  and  (hey  were  set  free 
thing  to  ’  (as  were  the  other  prisoners 
noil  and  who  had  been  listening.)  Now 
was  not  look  again  at  Philippians  4:4-7. 


Could  it  be  that  Paul 
was  remembering  that 
long  ago  night  when 
God  showed  up  in  his 
praises  and  all  the 
people  were  freed.  No, 
friends,  these  were  not 
just  lofty  words,  this 
was  die  testimony  of 
Paul's  life, 
race  What  do  you  do 

when  life  takes  a 
detour?  Be  honest.  If  our  first 
inclination  is  to  call  and  com¬ 
plain  to  our  friends,  then  stress 
will  have  a  heyday  in  our  fives. 
But,  if  like  Paul,  we  begin  to 
praise  God  in  the  midst  of  our 
trials,  our  chains  will  fall  and 
we  will  have  peace.  There  is 
just  something  about  singing 
praise  songs  when  life  is  bleak 
that  gives  us  courage  to  "stand 
firm.  I  can  give  testimony  to 
this  fact  time  after  time. 

Paul  then  explains  how  to 
remain  in  that  peace.  Satan 
wants  nothing  more  than  to 
defeat  you  and  his  first  stop  is 
in  your  mind.  What  do  you 
think  about?  No,  really,  what 
are  your  constant  thoughts? 


Jesus  said  what  we  think  is 
what  we  become.  If  you  think 
about  how  bad  things  can  get, 
then  chances  are  stress  reigns 
in  your  life.  I  believe  Paul 
understood  this  all  too  well. 
Sitting  in  prison,  all  alone, 
gave  him  much  time  to  think 
but  Paul  was  determined  not 
to  also  be  a  prisoner  of  nega¬ 
tive  thoughts.  He  thought 
about  true,  noble,  right,  pure, 
lovely,  and  admirable  things. 
He  thought  about  excellence 
and  praiseworthy  things  and 
the  result  was  God's  peace. 
Our  victoiy  of  standing  firm 
begins  with  our  thoughts  but 
it  goes  farther  than  peace. 
Other  benefits  include  con¬ 
tentment,  for  Paul  had  deter¬ 
mined  in  his  mind  that  Christ 
was  all  he  needed.  But  waif 
there's  more!!!  If  he  had  peace, 
contentment,  and  Christ,  then 
he  could  do  and  survive  any¬ 
thing  that  came  into  his  Life. 
Here  we  find  an  often  quoted 
scripture,  "/  can  do  everything 
through  Him  who  gives  me 
strength ."  (NIV)  The  King 
James  says,  "/  can  do  all  things 


through  Christ  who  strengthens 
me!"  We  often  quote  this  as  a 
stand  alone  verse  but  friends, 
all  the  verses  before,  leads  to 
this  verse... we  must  rejoice  in 
all  things. ..we  must  keep  our 
thoughts  on  the  things  of 
Christ... we  must  learn  to  be 
content  and  then  we  can  do  all 
things  through  Christ  because 
we  nave  found  Him  to  be 
faithful  in  all  things.  Paul  had 
discovered  through  his  expe¬ 
riences  that  God  was  faithful 
to  handle  the  stresses  of  life. 
He  allowed  God  to  guide  his 
thoughts.  He  allowed  God  to 
show  him  freedom  that  comes 
from  trusting. 

As  we  close  this  letter,  we 
find  a  thankful,  joyful  Paul 
whose  final  words  to  the 
Philippians  was  a  blessing  for 
God  to  meet  all  their  needs. 
May  Paul's  words  echo  down 
to  us,  for  we  can  stand  firm 
when  we,  together,  rejoice  in 
all  things.  God  is  faithful. 

Grace  is  a  conference  speaker 
and  Bible  teacher  and  is  a  member 
of  First  Church,  Clinton. 


Ed  Wight  recently  retired 
as  pastor  of  Morgantown 
Church,  Natchez.  He  surd  his 
wife  were  honored  with  a 
farewell  fellowship  by  the 
church  Mar.  27.  He  is  avail¬ 
able  for  pulpit  supply,  inter- 


1.  Sand 


2.  Bovina  Church 


1.  Sand  Hill  Church,  recently  7. 
licensed  Harold  Wiliams 
to  the  Gospel  ministry. 
Shown  are  irterim  pastor 
Scott  Hummel,  Wifliair  s, 
and  his  wife  Bedcy. 

2.  Shown  is  Generations  2011 
of  Bovina  Church  in 
Vicksburg.  This  is  a  unique  8. 
choir  of  ages  4  to  58  mat 
sing  each  spring  at  differ¬ 
ent  (hutches. 

3.  Crystal  Ridge  Church 
was  honored  to  ha  /e  Evan  9. 
Edwards  from  Clark 
County  give  his  testimony 
March  27.  Evan  was 
injured  playing  football  in 
1986  when  he  broke  his 
neck  and  became  a  quad¬ 
riplegic  at  age  16.  Shown 
are  Edwards  and  some  of 
the  students. 

4.  The  Sonrise  ensemble 
group  recently  performed 
at  the  monthlysenior  adult 
luncheon  at  First  Church 
Jackson.  Shown  are  the  I 
participants.  The  group  is 
part  of  Reflections  Choir 
and  performs  at  church 
and  adult  care  facilities  in 
central  Mississippi. 

5.  First  Church,  Pearl,  will 
host  the  31st  annual  Gospel 
Singing  Jubilee  beginning 
at  6:30  p.m.  on  May  7.  The 


First  Church,  Sumrall,  will 
host  the  Original 
Inspirations  Quartet  mem¬ 
bers  Archie  Watkins  and 
Smokey  Mountain 

Reunion  April  22,  7  PM. 
Free  admission  but  a  love 
offering  will  be  received. 

Southside  Church, 

Aberdeen,  will  be  present¬ 
ing  an  Easter  cantata  enti¬ 
tled  Christ  die  King  on 
April  24, 9  AM. 

First  Church, 

Runnelstown,  will  host 
Maxim  Ammosov  of  Jews 
for  Jesus  April  17  at  6  PM. 


For  more  information, 
call  the  church  office  at 
(601)583-3733. 

10.  First  Church,  Batesviile,  is 
hosting  a  senior  adult  con¬ 
ference  April  19. 
Registration  begins  at  830 
AM.  Preregistration  is  not 
required  but  is  appreciat¬ 
ed.  For  more  information, 
call  (662)  563-7655. 


4.  Sonrise  ensemble 


3.  Edwards  and  youth 


Echoes;  and  The  Southern 
Plainsman  will  be  featured. 

6.  The  Jackson  Veterans 
Administration  Medical 
Center  and  the 


Mississippi  National 
Guard  will  be  hosting  a 
free  day  of  training  cm  the 
needs  of  returning  veterans 
on  May  10.  Registration 
begins  at  8  a.m.  RSVP  to 
Chaplain  Marti  Reynolds 

at  marti.reynoldsW  va.gov 

or  (601)  362-4471,  ext  5353. 


5.  Chuck  Wagon  Gang  at  First  Church,  Pearl 


7?i7ff! 

announce*  a  new 


Bachelor  of  Music  in  Contemporary  Worship  Ministry  Degree 


